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FALL 2021 (ARTS 1110) INTRODUCTION TO UNIVERSITY
THE UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA
MIDTERM EXAMINATION

EXAMINERS:  Prof. E. Livingston, Dr. M. O’Brien Moran

EXAM TOTAL: 100 % (Section I: 30%+ Section II: 30%+ Section III: 40%)
Exam Instructions
This exam is open book and is due 48 hours after it becomes available. Although you may consult your textbooks, PowerPoints, and class notes during the exam, answers that too closely approximate course material do not reflect your own understanding and marks will be deducted accordingly. Similarly, answers must be the sole work of the individual student: collaboration, editing, and/or discussing answers with others (whether students in the course or not) is prohibited. 

This exam consists of three parts. The weighting of each question within the examination is indicated.  Ensure that you read all questions carefully. Some questions offer you a choice.  Allocate your time, taking account of the weighting. Pay attention to rhetorical form, as well as spelling, grammar, and punctuation.

There are no word count requirements for answers. Generally, a thorough response to a question in Section 1 or 2 will be 150-350 words in length. 







SECTION I.
LEARNING AND MEMORY (30%)

Select TWO of the following questions and, using your own words and phrasing, answer in paragraph form, writing in formal academic style. Each question is worth 15%.

1. Explain how a student could use metacognition to complete a task or assignment that is unfamiliar to them. 
2. Explain why many students have trouble recalling information from textbook readings and identify one strategy they could use to help with retention.
3. Explain the advantages of developing multiple retrieval cues when learning information. 
4. Describe the stages of memory, and describe one strategy for improving one’s performance at each stage.
5. SQ3R, Cornell Note-Taking, and the Parallel Note-Taking method are learning strategies that increase a student’s engagement in the learning process. Select one of these strategies and explain the way in which it leads students to more active learning practices. 





SECTION II. 
WRITING AND RESEARCH (30%)

Select TWO of the following questions and, using your own words and phrasing, answer in paragraph form, writing in formal academic style. Each question is worth 15%. 

1. Explain the purpose of citing source information in a paper
2. Define topic and thesis statement and explain how one would turn a topic into a thesis statement for an argumentative paper.
3. A student has submitted the following sentence as her thesis statement for an argumentative essay: This essay will discuss the concept of metacognition. In a paragraph, state whether this is an effective thesis statement and explain why or why not. Identify how the thesis statement could be improved. 
4. There are three principal ways through which one can introduce another’s ideas into one’s own writing: direct quotation; summary; and paraphrase. Write a paragraph in which you define each of the methods and explain why one might choose to employ one over another.
5. What are the important features of a standard paragraph? Explain why each of these elements is an important feature in argumentative writing?


SECTION III. 
CRITICAL THINKING (40%)

Select ONE passage from the following two options and review it critically. Write an essay in which you: 1) identify the arguable proposition; 2) the reasons for the proposition; 3) the flaws of the passage; and, 4) identify the ways in which the argument could be improved. 

1. The cost of a bus ticket has gone through the roof again. It’s the same price as paying to park my car for an hour so why would anyone bother to take public transit? Those idiots at the city need to stop being so greedy. They know the cost of gas is going up so people are going to get desperate and have no other choice. Don’t even get me started on the cost of a taxi ride. 

2. I’ve never been in a car accident before, so I’m not going to use my seat belt anymore. I know I’m a good driver so I’m not putting myself at risk. What I do in my car is my business, I don’t come into your house and tell you what tv show you should be watching. 
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